THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION

The French simply remained in bed or looked out of their
windows. If the alert was given in daytime they con-
tinued at work, laughing at the Germans hurrying to
shelter. Quite apart from the fact that these alerts slowed
down production in war factories, the Germans were
annoyed by the attitude of the French and frequent
sounding of the sirens was abandoned.
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THE  ARMY  OF  OCCUPATION

THE first troops to enter beleaguered Paris were fine-
looking men, clean, well-equipped, and smartly polished.
They had time to prepare themselves during the hours
they waited at the gates of the city before entering.
Parisians who had remained were impressed by their
bearing. The masses of war material, all in good condition,
astonished the onlookers. But the forces following were
less impressive and arrived in ramshackle old carts, some
dating from the time of Napoleon.

Troops were drilled in the public squares. Mounted
bands practised on the Champ de Mars, while soldiers clad
in shorts played football in the Tuileries. Complete com-
panies queued at mobile kitchens in the streets. Almost
everywhere troops paraded in square formation to hear
the order of the day. In the streets they sang as they
clumped along. Regiments marched past and counter-
marched with bands playing, but they were no more
successful in attracting attention than all the other
reviews, parades, and open-air concerts.

Relations between officers and men appeared to be
cordial without diminishing the outward respect due to
those in command. A soldier meeting an officer-friend
would click his heels, salute, then break from attention
and shake hands, saluting stiffly again on parting. I did
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